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Portrait of Henry VIII, by Hans the Younger Holbein (1497 — 1543),
Belvoir Castle/Bridgeman Art Library.
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INTRODUCTION
4

To understand the English monarchs it is important to understand
their times. Today some of their actions seem cruel or extravagant. '
But remember that their times were very different from ours.

A king or queen of the 16th century had unlimited power,

Everyvone wanted to please the monarch. Rebels? or enemies were
eliminated! Executions were a common event in Europe.

Henry VIII was the son of Henry VII, the first Tudor King.

He became king during the Renaissance, ? a time of great change.
The Renaissance brought new ideas to art, science and philosophy.
However, many of these new ideas clashed * with the church. So, the
church and religion changed with the Reformation. s The geography
of the world changed too. Explorers discovered new lands, new
people and new products.

All his life Henry VIII desperately wanted a male heir¢ to keep the
Tudors on the throne of England.

He had a very complex personality. 7 He had his faults but he was a
brilliant, talented man and an unforgettable monarch.

|. extravagant : FF9E CHEM - 4. clashed : 97 K 4r 0% -
2. rebels : W& T - 5. Reformation : GEPHLHL -
3. Renaissance : BUM L2892 (W 6. male heir : BAER N -
W17 H) . 7. complex personality : 5L Hf -
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CHAPTER O N E

= Y,
ouny & Lmy

enry VIII became king in 1509, just before his
eighteenth birthday. Young Henry was not
prepared to be king. He became king only because
his elder brother, Arthur, died at the age of fifteen.

Soon after the coronation ! Henry married his first wife,
Catherine of Aragon, who was his brother Arthur’s widow.?

Catherine was the only child of King Ferdinand of Spain.
Spain was then a very powerful country. This marriage created a
strong alliance ? between the two countries.

Catherine was beautiful and intelligent, and Henry loved her.
For almost twenty years they were the perfect royal couple and
were happy together.

The new King looked like a hero. Henry was handsome and
robust. * He was six foot (1.83 metres) tall. At that time most men

|. coronation : % = 3, alliance : BEWI «
2. widow : ¥EL] = 4. robust : HkY o
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were about five foot four inches (1.60 metres) tall. He had bright
blue eyes and red hair. He also had a strong personality. The
people of England liked King Henry.

Young Henry was strong and full of energy. He loved playing
tennis, riding horses and hunting. He hunted in the forests with
hawks. ! He was a very skilled swordsman and loved mock? fights
called jousts.

Henry was also a great scholar. He spoke English, French,
Latin and Spanish. He studied ancient Greek, religious writings,
mathematics and astronomy. He was an avid ? reader and
encouraged others to read too. He loved music and played
several instruments very well: the harp, the organ, the lute* and

- g e
= ’ .'f: . v :
r_ i
As i s mll. - . GFT

L E e -

Henry VIII jousts before Catherine of Aragon (1511).

L. hﬂW*Wl.h 3. avid : WA -

2. mock : Bifpl ¢ 4, lute: i¥% o
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Catherine of Aragon, by Michael Sittow.
Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna.
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the virginals. ! He was a good singer and dancer, and also
composed beautiful songs. We can still listen E[H'_._n_
to some of his compositions. ‘*-*r".’-f**rr*ﬂ* e

During this time the Renaissance developed in England. King
Henry was a patron ? of the arts. Writers, poets, painters and
musicians were all welcome at his court. The famous Dutch
scholar, Erasmus, was Henry's friend.

The young King was very busy with banquets, dancing,
hunting and sports. He decorated his castles and palaces with
beautiful furniture and paintings. He wore expensive clothes and
jewellery, and was generous with his friends.

Henry did not have much time to govern his country. One of
his advisers 3 began to govern England. His name was Thomas
Wolsey, a clever man of humble origins. * He was a cardinal 5 of
the Church.

Henry desperately & wanted an heir to the Tudor throne. Early
in 1511 Catherine gave birth to a son. There were great
celebrations, but the little Prince died after two months. King
Henry was very disappointed.

l. virginals - 16-17 40 A4 BT 2% - 4. of humble origins : tH 598 -
2. patron : WEH A - 5. cardinal : HAHL A9 -
3. advisers : ¥ - 6. desperately : PeJE M -
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

o Choose the correct answer.

a. Henry VIII became king in 1509

just after his fifteenth birthday
just before his eighteenth birthday
when his sister died

b. Henry’'s first wife, Catherine of Aragon, was

King Ferdinand’s youngest sister

his brother’'s best friend

his brother’s widow and King Ferdinand’s only child

c. Young Henry was robust and handsome,
but he did not like sports or hunting
but he was not tall

and he loved hunting and sports

d. He was a great scholar, an avid reader and
an excellent musician

a good painter

a courageous explorer

e. During Henry's reign

there were wars between England and Spain
the Medieval Ages began

the Renaissance developed in England

f. Thomas Wolsey began to govern the country

when Henry's brother died

because young Henry was busy with banquets, hunting
and sports

because young Henry became very ill

g. King Henry was very unhappy when

his two-month old son died

Cardinal Wolsey began to govern the country
Catherine of Aragon died




0 The Past Simple.

Go back to Chapter One and underline in pencil the Past Simple
of the following verbs. Then write the Past Simple and the Past

Participle of each verb in the correct column.

4 Infinitive
(FEZ)

Past Simple
(— AR L AT)

Past Participle )
(A L5

to become

to be

to die

to marry

to love

to look

to have

to speak

to study

to play

to develop

to begin
A5

P

Now circle the regular verbs (#NIz)7) in the first column in
green and the irregular verbs in red.

16



e Think about this.

Renaissance is a French word that means rebirth, to be born again. The
Renaissance took place in Europe between the 14th and 16th centuries.
During this time the art, literature and ideas of ancient Greece were
discovered again and studied. This caused many changes in the way of
thinking.

Consult an encyclopedia to find answers for the following
questions.

a. When did the Renaissance develop?

b. In which cities or regions can you see Renaissance art
today?

c. Write the names of two famous people of the Renaissance.
d. What did they do?

o Look at the picture, ‘Henry VIII jousts before Catherine of
Aragon’ (1511) on page 123.
At the joust Henry is dressed like a knight. He is celebrating
the birth of his son. Catherine of Aragon watches on the stand

with ladies of the court.

1. The painter helps us identify the King by using a symbol.
Can you see it? Where is it?

a. Which is the King’s horse?
a. the brown one
b. the grey one

3. Which weapons are used by the knights in the joust?
a. swords
b. lances
c. bows

4. The lances are
a. broken
b. intact
c¢. on the ground



8. The men on the left are

7.

n 6 Listen to the music again. = o

a. cheering

b. crying
c. sad

. Which moment of the joust is represented? The knights

a. have already fought
b. are fighting now
c. will fight soon

Jousts were

a. real fights where knights killed each other

b. ceremonial representations of fighting where nobody
was kKilled, except accidentally

Are there historic jousts in your country today? If so, do

you think they

a. reflect your society?

b. give young men the possibility to use weapons?

¢. are shows which celebrate the past and entertain
tourists?

. Jousts are often presented in films at the cinema. Do you

remember seeing any joust scene? Which film was it? When
and where did the story take place?

e

=

It was written by Henry VIII. vt *-r.:‘ﬂ*;**

. When you listen to this music, can you imagine people

dancing at Henry’s court?
Do you recognise any of the musical instruments?
Does it sound like any rock group you know?

. Could you dance to this type of music?
. Can you play a musical instrument?

18
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=
@ﬁw; @Zme and Quares

ing Henry was a very ambitious ! man. He
wanted the glory of a war and in 1512 he invaded ?
France unsuccessfully.
The following year Henry was more successful.
The English won a battle that Henry called ‘The Battle of the
Spurs’.

While Henry was in France, the Scottish King, James IV,
invaded northern England. After a violent battle the English
won at Flodden Field. King James IV and thousands of Scots
were killed.

Henry was pleased with the success in France and he wanted
to return the following year. However, the war cost a lot of
money and only a little land was conquered.

Henry’s adviser, Cardinal Thomas Wolsey, did not want
another war. He convinced Henry to make peace with France.

1. ambitious ;: ¥.L# 4 o 2. invaded : {28 -

. 19
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He was a very ambitious and greedy man. ! In 1515 he became
Lord Chancellor ? of England. He was the most powerful man in
the country after the King! Wolsey became very rich. He used
his money to build the 1,000-room palace of Hampton Court.
He later gave it to Henry to win his favour.

During this period there were many religious problems. The
Catholic Church was very powerful and very rich. Many people
in England did not like the Church or the priests. They were
tired of paying high taxes to the Church.

In October 1517 a German monk ? called Martin Luther
protested against the Catholic Church. He wanted to make
radical * changes. This was the beginning of the Reformation and
the Protestant Church.

Henry did not like Martin Luther’s ideas and wrote the
‘Detence of the Seven Sacraments.’ He dedicated ® it to Pope Leo
X. The Pope was pleased and gave Henry the title of ‘Defender
of the Faith.’

For eight years Cardinal Wolsey kept peace with France. In
1520 he organised a meeting in Piccardy in France, between the
two Kings. Wolsey wanted the Kings to sign a peace treaty.

Elaborate ¢ tents made of gold cloth and a beautiful palace were
created for the two Kings and their courts. The entire English
court of 5,800 people went to Piccardy. There were jousts and

I. greedy man : FEEM A - 4. radical : #IJE MY -
2. Lord Chancellor : 20 i S5 52 H] - 5. dedicated : ks -

' 6. elaborate : B W -
3. monk :
Pig

20



Thomas Wolsey, by unknown artist.
By courtesy of The National Portrait Gallery, London.
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elaborate banquets. An immense amount of money was spent for

this occasion. Henry wore a cloak ! made of gold cloth. The

extravagant finery ? gave the meeting its name ‘The Field of the

1. cloak : ICH = 2. finery : T RHMRTS -



War, Proace and” @Iy 5

Cloth of Gold.” The two Kings signed a peace treaty but after two

years they were at war again!
Henry and his court lived in luxury. His clothes and jewels

The Field of the Cloth of Gold, by unknown artist.
The Royal Collection © 1988, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

23
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were always more magnificent. ! Henry soon spent most of his
father’s money.

During almost 20 years of marriage Catherine gave birth to
four sons, but they all died. Only a girl, Princess Mary, survived.?
Henry was desperate. He didn’t want a daughter. He wanted a son
to become king after his death. Catherine was too old to have
other children and Henry lost interest in her.

I. magnificent : % AW o
2. survived : SEEEETE -



UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

o Fill in the gaps with the words in the castle.

LN IR B

taxes luxury Catholic Church
peace Catherine
meeting Loord Chancellor
ambitious Piccardy
money son Reformation
killed France (x2)
religious English

a. In 1513 Henry went to war against .........cevvvvvnnns .

b. King James IV and thousands of Scots were .................. at
Flodden Field after a battle with the ........ccceven.... ,

c. Cardinal Wolsey was VErY ....cccvevevivennnns and became
........................................ of England in 15185.

d. During this period there were ..........covevvveen. problems
because many people were tired of paying high
.................... to the Church.

@, THB . .oovrvervromansvmas began with Martin Luther’s protest
APAINEE B0 . usvicnnnnisiasnre asssssay i siieds :

f. Henry and his court went to .......c...covvvvnnns to sign a
.................... treaty with the King of ..........o.ciiiiinn &
.................... was called ‘The Field of the Cloth of Gold.

g. Henry soon spent most of his father’s ...........c.c...... because
he and his court lived in ........coovvvnnnnn. .

| TS PR, By did not give Henry a ........coevvvvvnnn. so0 he lost

interest in her.



e You are King Henry VIII and you are at the meeting of the ‘Field
of the Cloth of Gold’. You want to write a letter to your friend,
the great scholar Erasmus, in Rotterdam, telling him about the
great event.

Put the verbs in the Past Simple tense and add the articles (i) ,
prepositions (777i) and conjunctions (i%ii) if necessary.

4 3 . . —— 2 B '_T.'a.'!'.—'_-l

Lord Chancellor Wolsey / organise / important meeting /
Piccardy / between me / King of France.
My court / I / leave England / Wednesday.

 We / have / good sea voyage.
When / we arrive / it / be / sunny day.
1 / wear / my precious cloak.
Everyone / be / amazed.
1/ bring / a lot of / splendid clothes / jewels.
On Friday / I/ go hunting / in / forest.
On Saturday / there be / a joust.
I/ win / of course!
It / be / great fun.
On Sunday / the King / invite / me / my court / to /
magnificent banquet.
We / eat / for seven hours!
Then / we / go / to sleep.

Your friend,
Henry . -,f.q

26



‘Reading’ a Painting

In the past artists often painted or sculpted ! portraits of important
people. Before photography was invented, there was no other way
to represent them. These portraits showed how people were and
how they lived. Portraits were not always true representations of
the person. Some people wanted to appear young or good-looking
when in reality they were not. When a painting is a true
representation of the person, we say the portrait is ‘realistic’. When
the painting looks better than the person, we say that the portrait
is ‘idealised’.

Look at the portrait of Henry VIII on page 29.

Look at his clothes. They are made of velvet, silk and fur. There is
a lot of gold on his cloak and he is wearing rings on both hands.
During Henry’s time men wore gold rings with precious stones.
Clothes were very expensive in Henry's time and it often took
many years to make them. Several people worked on one piece of
clothing. The best clothes could cost as much as whole ships. The
children of the nobility 2 wore elaborate clothes like adults. The
poor wore very simple clothes.

Look at his legs. He has a ribbon called a garter? on his left leg. It
has the motto of the Order of the Garter, the highest order of
Knighthood, written in ancient French.

Look at how big Henry’s body is. When he was older, he became so
fat that he was transported to his many palaces in a special vehicle
on wheels because he could not walk.

Henry is standing on a splendid Persian carpet. Notice the
elaborate tapestry* behind him.

l. sculpted : BEW - 3. garter : MR °
2. nobility : P - 4. tapestry : £ -

27




o Look at the painting and answer the questions.

1.
a.

What are the dominant ! colours of this painting?

The structure of this portrait is very simple, because

there is nothing in the background except the tapestry.

In your opinion, this is because:

a. the King did not own any decorative object or piece of
furniture

b. the painter was not able to represent the King's
furniture

¢. the painter wanted to concentrate all the attention
on the King

Which words describe Henry's face?
a. beautiful c. large
b. regal ® d. severe®

. In your opinion which words describe Henry’s body?

a. muscular ¢. broad-shouldered
b. fat d. slim

Which words best describe King Henry (his clothes,
jewellery, face and body)?

a. happy c. powerful

b. arrogant® d. surprised

Tapestries, like the one in the portrait, existed in all the
King’'s rooms. Why were they used?

a. to make the rooms dark

b. to show how rich the King was

¢. to make the rooms warmer

What about your house? The walls are
a. painted

b. wall-papered

c. covered with posters

d. covered with silk tapestries

. dominant : FEE o 3. severe : ™M) e
2. regal : 1 EFHRAEH - 4. arrogant : {18 -
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CHAPTER T HRZBEDER

O . , ) ) —
Ohe Hreak with @% O e

arly in 1526 Henry met a young English lady of the

court. Her name was Anne Boleyn. She had long, black

hair and dark eyes. She spoke French and wore elegant !

French clothes. She was very lively, intelligent and

interested in politics. ? Henry fell in love with her immediately.

Several men of the court fell in love with her too. Anne had a
sixth finger on her left hand. Her enemies called her a witch!?

Henry wanted to marry Anne Boleyn and have a son with her.

He decided to divorce Catherine, but he needed permission from

the Pope in Rome. He asked Cardinal Wolsey to convince the

Pope. After a few years the Pope refused the divorce.
Henry was furious with Wolsey and the Church. He accused
Cardinal Wolsey of treason* and he died soon after. In 1529 Henry

1. elegant : {LHEM) - 3. witch ‘

2. politics : B o 4. treason : H[H -
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Anne Boleyn, by unknown artist.
By courtesy of The National Portralt Gallery, London.
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Tt

chose Sir Thomas More, a great scholar and an honest man, as Lord
Chancellor of England. Sir Thomas More was Lord Chancellor until
1532 when he was beheaded ! because he opposed Henry’s break with

Rome.

In 1533 Henry also chose a new Archbishop of Canterbury,
Thomas Cranmer. Cranmer wanted to change the Church. He
believed in the absolute power? of the King. Cranmer encouraged
the use of the Bible in English. He also helped to establish the
Protestant Church in England. He later annulled * Henry’s marriage
to Catherine of Aragon.

In January 1533 Henry and Anne Boleyn were secretly married.
Catherine of Aragon was banished * from court and died alone
three years later.

By May 1533 Anne Boleyn was Queen of England. Four months
later she gave birth to Princess Elizabeth. Another girl! Henry
was desolate. ® He wanted a son more than anything.

In 1534 Thomas Cromwell, Henry’s new Lord Chancellor,
helped put into effect the Act of Supremacy. With this Act Henry
became the Supreme® Head of the Church of England.

Henry was soon tired of Anne because she did not give him a
son. He then met another lady called Jane Seymour and fell in
love with her.

Anne, Henry’'s second wife, was accused of adultery and

treason. She was imprisoned in the Tower of London and was
beheaded in May 1536.

1. beheaded : #79 ©
2. absolute power : Bl -
3. annulled : F Ik -

banished ; fiti% -
. desolate ; RN -
supreme : 80 LMY -
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Jane Seymour, by Hans the Younger Holbein (1497 — 1543).
Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna.
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Tl

Eleven days after Anne Boleyn’s execution Henry married Jane
Seymour. She was a quiet, docile ! lady who brought happiness to
the royal family.

In October 1537 Jane gave birth to a son, Prince Edward. King
Henry was overjoyed 2 and the whole country celebrated.
Unfortunately, after twelve days the Queen died from an infection.

Henry mourned ? her for a long time. Jane, his third wife, was
probably his favourite.

Henry now had an heir - Prince Edward was the future King
of England. He was first in succession * to the throne because he
was a male. Edward was intelligent and received an excellent
education from the best scholars.

To show his power and importance Henry VIII built
magnificent palaces such as St James’ Palace and Whitehall
Palace. He also built castles and more than fifty houses around

England.
1. docile : Wi ° 3. mourned : B
2. overjoyed : 4 #53% - 4, succession : 4K ¢
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

Are the following sentences true (T) or false (F)? Correct the
false ones.

C.

In 1326 Henry fell in love with Anne Boleyn
and decided to divorce from his wife. But he
needed permission from Cardinal Wolsey.

Henry was furious with Cardinal Wolsey and

the Church when the Pope refused the divorce.

Thomas Cranmer became the new Lord
Chancellor of England, and Sir Thomas More
became the new Archbishop of Canterbury.

. The new Archbishop of Canterbury permitted

Henry to divorce from Catherine and marry
Anne Boleyn.

. Princess Elizabeth was born in 1533 and

Henry was very happy.

In 1534 Henry became the Supreme Head
of the English Church.

. In May 1536 Anne Boleyn was banished

and Henry married Jane Seymour,

Jane Seymour gave birth to Prince Edward
but died soon after.

Prince Edward received an excellent education
from his father.

x F




0 Choose the words from the Tudor rose to describe these
people. Some words can be used more than once. Then choose
two people and write a few sentences about them. Use your
notebook if you don’t have enough space.

patron of the arts
rich great scholar
wore magnificent clothes greedy

honest man ambitious

opposed Henry's break with Rome

Lord Chancellor was beheaded
organised a meeting in France
built palaces and castles
built Hampton Court
lived in luxury

Henry VIII

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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o ‘(All about Anne’.

Are the following sentences right (R) or wrong (W)? If there
isn’t enough information to answer ‘Right’ or ‘Wrong’, choose
‘Doesn’t say’ (DS).

a. Anne Boleyn was a young English lady of the court.

R W DS
b. She was twenty-two years old.
R w DS
c. She spoke Spanish very well.
R w DS
d. Henry wanted to marry Anne and have a son with her.
R W DS
e. She had six fingers on both hands.
R W DS
f. She was imprisoned in the Tower of London and was
beheaded.
R w DS

g. Anne’s father was a famous scholar.
R w DS

o Think about this - Witches and witchcraft.

Anne Boleyn's enemies called her a witch because she had six fingers on
her left hand. In ancient times people with physical defects were often
called witches. Sometimes they were punished or killed.

a. Are witches part of the history of your country?
b. Do you believe in witches and magic?

¢. How do you react to people who have a physical defect or
9 E=1 8 Lo B U ) o

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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n Henry’s time there were about 850 monasteries ' in
England and Wales. The religious orders * obeyed the
Pope 1n Rome and not King Henry.

The monasteries had rich treasures and a quarter of
all the land in England! Henry needed money so he and his Lord
Chancellor, Cromwell, decided to close the monasteries and
take their treasures and land.

Between 1536 and 1539 Cromwell sent his men to inspect
them. When they returned they said, ‘There is corruption? in the
monasteries!’ This was a good reason to close them.

Cromwell’s men took the rich treasures and gave them to the
King. They sent away the monks and nuns. * Some monasteries
were destroyed and others were sold to the nobility. Many were
transformed into beautiful houses. The land of the monasteries

|. monasteries : fHpx
2. religious orders : 5% - 4. nuns :
3. corruption : {5 °
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now belonged to King Henry, who became the richest monarch in
Europe.

With the money from the monasteries, Henry built castles and
fortifications ! to protect the south coast of England. Deal Castle
in Kent was the biggest fort
on the coast. It was built in
the form of a rose, the
Tudor symbol. Henry also
built bigger warships.
England now had the most
powerful navy in Europe.

(Henry’s great warship the
Mary Rose sank in 1545. In
1982 the remains of the
ship were found, and now the Mary Rose
can be seen at the Naval Dockyard in

Deal Castle.

Portsmouth.)

Henry was now forty-eight. He was
very fat and his health was not good. He
became short-tempered > and oppressive. ?
Everyone had to obey him.

The Tudor court still attracted many

Tudor symbol.

artists and musicians. Hans Holbein the
Younger was a great German artist. He was the King’s royal
painter. He painted many splendid pictures of the royal family
and the Tudor court.

|. fortifications : Jij i) T4¥ 3. oppressive ; By o
2. short-tempered : 554 &M o
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During the 1540s Henry built an extravagant new palace called
Nonsuch Palace, in Surrey. A village was destroyed to build it,
but it was never completed!

Henry’s political position in Europe became weak. Spain and
France wanted to destroy him. He needed a strong ally.!

Cromwell convinced Henry to marry a German
princess called Anne of Cleves. Henry sent
Holbein to Germany to paint her portrait.

Holbein painted a lovely portrait of Anne,

which convinced Henry to marry her.

When she arrived in England Henry was

horribly surprised! She was ugly and fat and

A gold coin some people said she looked like a horse. She
from Tudor times. didn’t speak English or like music. He was
very angry with Cromwell, who was accused of treason and
beheaded in 1540. Henry married Anne for political reasons and
divorced her seven months later in July. .

Catherine Howard became Henry’s fifth wife in the same
month (July 1540). She was only nineteen years old and very
frivolous. * Catherine was unfaithful and Henry became furious.
She was accused of treason and beheaded in 1542.

At this point of his life Henry wanted a sincere companion and
a nurse. He married his last wife, Catherine Parr, in 1543. She
was a mature woman of thirty-one, who was gentle and well
educated. (In Henry’s time most people did not live past forty-
tive!)

1. ally: %[ -
2. frivolous : 5 1L $2iF Y o
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Catherine Parr, by unknown artist.
By courtesy of The National Portrait Gallery, London.
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Catherine brought Henry’s three children to court and took
interest in their education. She was a kind and loving step-
mother. ! She also encouraged Henry to found Trinity College, a
part of Oxford university. Henry’s last marriage was successful.

During his later yvears there were wars with Scotland and
France. These wars cost Henry an enormous amount of money.
At last he made peace with France in 1546.

Henry’s final years were tormented ? by illness. He was obese. *
He could not walk and was carried everywhere by servants. He
had painful ulcers * on his legs, severe headaches and several
other illnesses. Catherine Parr nursed ® him patiently.

In his will ® he named his three children heirs to the throne.

Henry remained a Catholic all his life. He died on 28 January
1547, and was buried at Windsor next to his third wife, Jane

Seymour - the wife he loved the most.

I. step-mother : #k#} - 4. ulcers : #itis
2. tormented : “Zf i - 5. nursed : [
3. obese : i FEREER - 6. will ; B -
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

0 Circle the correct word.

a. There were approximately 850 monks / monasteries in

hl

England and Wales / Scotland in Henry's time.

Henry and Cromwell / Cranmer closed the monasteries and
took their treasures and land.

Hans Holbein the Elder / Younger was the King’'s royal
musician / painter.

. Henry married the German / French Princess Anne of Cleves

because he needed a rich wife / strong ally.

. Henry'’s fourth / fifth queen was Catherine Howard /

Catherine Parr. She was beheaded because she had lovers /
was fat and ugly.

Henry's last wife / nurse was Catherine Parr / Howard.

. In his later years Henry founded Trinity Castle / College.
. During his last years Henry had several illnesses / wives.

He could not speak / walk because he was obese.

Before his marriage / death in 1547 he named his son
Edward / three children heir(s) to the throne.

Match the name with the place.

name place

a. Hans Holbein, the Younger 1. Portsmouth
b. Pope &. Surrey

c¢. Deal Castle 3. Germany
d. ‘Mary Rose’ 4. Kent

e. Nonsuch Palace 5. Rome

a3



ﬂ o Listen to the following more than once if necessary. Then fill
in the family tree with the names and the birth dates.

= Elizabeth Charles Anne John )
Catherine Edward  Mary Samuel
James Jane William Hodgkins

- »
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o Who are they?

Read the description of Henry’s six wives and decide who they
are.

a.

I'm nineteen years old and very pretty. Henry thinks I'm
frivolous. But he doesn’t understand me. He’'s too old! I love
another man — a young, handsome one. My name is:

Anne of Cleves

Catherine Howard

Anne Boleyn

I've got black hair and dark eyes. I speak French and I'm
very lively and intelligent. Henry wants to divorce his old
wife and marry me! I want to give him a son. I'm:

Anne Boleyn

Jane Seymour

Catherine Parr

. I'm the step-mother of his three children. Henry is often

oppressive and short-tempered, but I'm very patient. I nurse
him and look after his children. My name is:

Catherine of Aragon

Catherine Howard

Catherine Parr

. Henry and I were happy together for many years. We have a

lovely daughter. Now Henry doesn’t love me anymore. He
wants to divorce me and marry a woman who is a witch!
What can I do? I'm:

Jane Seymour

Catherine of Aragon

Anne of Cleves

I'm not beautiful and I'm fat, but I am a princess. I don't
speak English and I don’'t like music. I don’t understand why
Henry divorced me! My name is:

Jane Seymour

Catherine Parr

Anne of Cleves




f. When Henry met me he fell in love with me. We got married
in 1586. I get along well with dear Henry because I'm a
quiet, docile person. Soon I will give him a son. I'm his
favourite wife. I'm:

Jane Seymour

Anne Boleyn

Catherine Howard

e King Henry’s wives.
What happened to them? Fill in the chart with the symbols below.
Remember to fill in the missing names. One is done for you.
The dates show when they were married to Henry VIII.
KEY Children: ®=girl B=boy N=no children

Fate:! D=diVGI'EE=d Qj:died X=beheaded B=survivad

8 A

Queen Children Fate

Catherine of Aragon
(1809-1833)

............... Boleyn
(1533-1536)

JBDS L
(1536-1837)

(1540-1540)

Catherine ...............
(1540-1542)

............... Parr
1543-1547%
'\._( )

1. fate: fyi& ¢
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Elizabeth I when Princess, by unknown artist.
The Royal Collection © 1999, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

ELIZABETH I - THE VIRGIN QUEEN




INTRODUCTION
&

Queen Elizabeth’s reign was so important in history that it was
called the Elizabethan Age.

During her reign England’s progress in the field of discovery and
colonisation ' was immense. Englishmen explored the New World
and brought back an incredible ? amount of riches. Trade began with
other countries which helped to develop English commerce.

This was the beginning of the English colonisation in the New
World.

The Elizabethan Age was also rich in learning. It was the age of
Shakespeare, Bacon, Marlowe and other famous names.

Queen Elizabeth I was an exceptional ® Queen. Like her father,
Henry VIII, she was very intelligent and had a strong character.
Unlike him, she was just and moderate. * Her people loved her
greatly. She brought peace, unity and power to her country.

|, colonisation : & LA - 3. exceptional : E MY -
2. incredible : #ELW {F0Y - 4, moderate : iRAIH =
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CH APTER O N E
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lizabeth was born on 7 September 1533. Her
childhood was not happy. She was two years old
when her mother, Anne Boleyn, was beheaded. She
spent most of her early life at Hatfield House, away
from her tather, King Henry VIII.

However, Henry wanted his daughter to have the best
education. Roger Ascham, a great scholar and humanist, ! was
Elizabeth’s private teacher. She was very intelligent, witty * and
enjoyed learning. She could read, write and speak Latin, Greek,
French, Spanish, Italian and Welsh fluently. 3

Elizabeth loved riding horses, hunting and dancing. Like her
father, she had a talent for music and played the lute and the
virginals. Unlike her father, she was very thrifty * and did not
like spending money.

|. humanist : AL ENHK - 3. fluently : HiF kL -
2. witty ; KB - 4. thrifey : T »
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Elizabeth wasn’t beautiful but she was elegant. She was thin,

of medium height and very vain. ' She had red hair, expressive
eyes and lovely hands.

When Henry VIII died in 1547, Edward VI became King at the
age of nine. But his reign was short. He died of tuberculosis ?
when he was only fifteen.

In 1553 his half-sister Mary (Catherine of Aragon’s daughter)
became Queen. Her mother was a Catholic and she wanted
England to be a Catholic country again. Protestants were
persecuted ? and almost 300 were killed. For this reason she was
also known as ‘Bloody Mary’.

Young Elizabeth was in danger because she was a Protestant
and was very popular with the people. Queen Mary thought
Elizabeth plotted * against her and imprisoned her in the Tower of
London in 1554. Elizabeth never forgot this terrible experience.
After two months Mary freed her.

On the night of 17 November 1558 Queen Mary died. The bells
of London rang and everyone celebrated: young Elizabeth was the
new Queen!

Elizabeth became Queen at the age of 25. Like others of
her time Elizabeth believed in astrology.® Her astrologer was
John Dee, a famous astronomer. He chose the best day for her
coronation ceremony: 15 January 1559.

Elizabeth was loved by the people but she was still in danger.
The Kings of France and Spain wanted to invade England and
bring back the Catholic faith.

I, wain : B8 FEAY - 4. plotted : # ik -
2. tuberculosis : i &5 BiHi - 5. astrology : il AR (3T 55) «
3. persecuted : il o
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rnobert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, by unknown artist.
By courtesy of The National Portrait Gallery, London.
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The young Queen was alert, clever and prudent. ' She carefully
chose advisers who were honest, loyal and experienced.

William Cecil was Elizabeth’s Secretary of State? and her most
important minister. He was her dear friend and she trusted him
completely. Cecil served her for 40 years! Elizabeth was very
wise to choose Matthew Parker as Archbishop ? of Canterbury.
He established a moderate Church of England and created a
compromise * between Catholics and extreme Protestants.

She also chose Lord Robert Dudley to be part of her court. He
was her childhood friend and sweetheart, and remained one of her
favourites for many years.

Elizabeth was a strong ruler. England was now a Protestant
country. The Act of Supremacy made her Head of the Church of
England. All priests had to use the Book of Common Prayer.

The Queen liked meeting her people and was always kind to
the old and the sick. She and her court frequently went on tours,
or ‘progresses’, around the country to visit noble subjects. It was
an honour to be part of a royal tour. However, the cost of
entertaining ° the Queen and her court was astronomical ® and
several nobles went bankrupt!’

. prudent : §i{HY < 5. entertaining : BR -

2. Secretary of State : KL » 6. astronomical : JEKH) ¢
3. Archbishop : K E# - 7. went bankrupt : #7 -
4, compromise : & ¢



UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

0 Fill in the gaps with the words in the tower.

- R

advisers
William Cecil
intelligent
progresses
Elizabeth
imprisoned
loved
dancing daughter
favourites Tower
Protestants alert

a. Young Elizabeth was Very ........coccvieunnn and enjoyed riding,
DUREINE BN vivnas i :

b. Catherine of Aragon’s .....coeevvivvennens , Mary, became Queen
and persecuted the .......ccovvvnvnenn. :

c. Queen Mary .........oonvueuvun. Elizabeth in the .................... of
London.

d. When Queen Mary died in 1888 .......ccccvvvnnnnn became Queen
of England and she was .........cccvevnuen. by the people.

@, Blizabeth WaB ...cviiissinsinsans and clever, and chose her
.................... carefully

<SR S U1 | Sy ) ..... was Elizabeth’s most important

mmister Lord Robert Dudley was one of her .........coovvvvunn .
The Queen liked meeting her people and often went on

---------------------



e Find the hidden word.
Read the definitions and write the word.

a. very clever

b. Roger Ascham was a ..

¢. musgical instrument
d. full of self-admiration
e. religion

f. house where Elizabeth lived

g. can be trusted

Complete the following sentence with the word in the green
column.

Queen Elizabeth was

Now look up the opposite of this word.

6 Question words.

Read the answer then write the question using why, who, when,
what and where.

Be: sicaiasnmsin was Elizabeth’s mother?
Anne Boleyn.

B oo did Queen Mary die?
She died in November 1588.

B s colour was Elizabeth’s hair?
Her hair was red.

+ was young Elizabeth in danger?
Young Elizabeth was in danger because she was a
Protestant.

R O was she imprisoned?
She was imprisoned in the Tower of London.



o Think about this.

a. Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth were heads of state.

- How many other women do you know wh